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the Lord, which momentous event 
draws nearer with each succeedin 
year. The times of desolation an 
calamity have commenced, and will 
never cease from this time forward 
until the great and terrible day of 
the Lord shall eome.” Let the incre- 
dulous observe the signs of the times, 
as they are indicated by the stupend- 
ous and revolutionary events as they 
will surely occur from this time on. 
Already are men's hearts failing 
them for fear” of the things that 


* — 


appear inevitable, but yet they are far 
from being aware of the vortex of 
desolation toward which the inhabi- 
tants of the earth are hurrying. War, 
famine, plague, pestilence, earth- 
quakes, thunderings, lightnings, cast- 
ing down of thrones and governmen 
and other depopulating causes wi 
destroy the people, until there shall 
be ‘tnt few men left.” The Lord 
has spoken it by his own mouth and 
mouths of his servants.— Deseret 
ews. 
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INTERESTING. 
— 0 


BUILDING THE TEMPLE. 


Before us is a circular issued by 
Presidents Joseph Young, Sen., A. 
K. S. Eldredge, and 
John Van Cott, of the First Seven 
Presidents of the Seventies, and 
directed to those brethren who are in 
charge of the sub-divisional interests 
of building the Temple in this city, iu 
a quorum — — „ or two or more 
quorums combined, 
organized capacity for Temple build- 
in —— 
f 7 e circular represents that, owing 
to the preponderance of comparatively 
‘unskilled stone-cutters over those who 
are finished workmen, the quantity of 
rock destined for the body of the walls 
accumulates with mach greater pro- 
ionate rapidity than the ‘finer 
— for the exterior surface. A 
renewed appeal is therefore made to 
the Seventies to use their utmost en- 
deavors to piace a large number of 
expert stone-dressers at work, that 
the p of the preparing of each 
kind of rock may be more equally 
balanced, that when the laying of the 
rock shall be re-oommenced, next 
season, there may be no hindrance, 
from this cause, heretofore complained 
of, tothe progress of that branch of 
the work. 
The circular also announces that if 
there be any competent stone-cutters 
who are — to accept a mission, 


or in any other 


during the —— winter, to 
work upon the Temple, donating their 
labor, arrangements have been made 
to supply them with board and 
lodging. 
erewith we give an extract :— 

„No change will be made in the 
present arrangement of the districts, 
or donations from tbe brethreu 
throughout the Territory, until a call 
is made for work to commence on 
other Tomples. We therefore earnestly 
request you to continue the services 
of the stone-cutters en the. block 
during the winter, and uatil it shall 
be said it is enough, and that of the 
services of the brethren employed at 
the quarry be continned also, until 
cold weather shall render it impracti- 
cable. At the end of the present 
year it is expected that you furnish a 
correct report of the amount paid to 
sustain your men, the names of the 
parties who have donated, and the 
number of the quorum to which they 
| belong, the name of the person em- 

loyed, and the amount paid him for 
| hia services. 

„We do earnestly pray the brethren | 
for the sake of the cause in which we 
are engaged, for the sake of the living 
who are till to come to Zion, many 
thousands of whom are Yet te receive 
their ordinances, and also for the sake 
of the dead, that you apply all your 
energies to consummate this great 
work.” —Deseret News. 
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THEY SAY. 
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Well, what if they do? It may not 
be true. A great many false reports 
are circulated, and the reputation of a 

man may be sadly sullied by a 

— ess — — you — 

lieve that what they say concerning 

your broths Ae true? If not, why 

should you permit your name to be 
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the scandal ? mor 
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benefit the individual to have it 
known ; or will any interest of society 
be promoted y whispering it about? 
If — you had better “pp y time and 
speech to some more worthy purpose, 
say——. To whem do 
say it? To those who have no bu 
in the affair? To those who cannot 
hold it or mend it, or prevent any un- 
pies That a tat- 
ing, scandal-loving spirit that ought 
to be rebaked. ep = 
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FROM AUSTRALASIA. 


We had the pleasure of a call from 
Elder Douglas A. Swan, who hag jast 
returned from his mission to Australia. 
He left this city, in company with 
Elder Yéaac Gréo and other mission- 
tries, November 2, 1875, and anchored 
in evens Harbor on Christmas night 

of that year, Elder Swan, accom: 
panied by Elder Charles Burton, went 
to Tasmania, a separate island, sout 
from ‘Australia, where ‘they labored 
from Jan. 21, 1878, tin Iboth, 


where they preached every Sunday, 


excepting two, while there, and bap- 
Wed four persons, one man and three 
women. Th 
President Groo, to return home; 

r Burton remaining at Sidney, 


with Elder John Young, while brother 
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then procseded to 
Sidney, when Elder Swan was released, | 


Groo proceeded on a trip to Melbourne. 
When Elder Swan left Australia the 
missionaries were all well, and labér- 
ing diligently in the cause, which was 
progressing ut slowly, owing to the 
hdifference of the ‘people’ to ‘matters’ 
religious, Bar 
Brother Swan bimself and 
companion in Tasmanis were tr 
with great kindneas hy @ few friends, 
there, although they had great oppoai- 
tion to meet from other ‘sources, the 
press especially doing ita beat to make 
as disagreeable as. possible for. 

em. 
The man ba 


pti i is Thomas A. 
Dosseter, whom they ordain 
Elder, so that the work las yet afooe 
hold on the Island. — Deseret; 
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THE DYING YEAR! 

TAT was good old custom which our fathers indulged in at-this season of the 
yean-viz,thetaking of stock, settlement of accounts, getting out of a balance - 
sheet, and (having good, square understanding as to their position in, 
ated with thie World; Ste. This was done net only in financial serine, but in 
a social and religious sense. When financial matters were made the primary 
consideration, the latter were rarely, if ever, neglected ; to pay, and be paid, 
to forgive, and be forgiven; then amid the genial glow of Christmas observ- 
ances and festivities, with genuine, kindly greetings of wishing each other A 
Merry Christmas” and a Happy New Year,”—to lay aside for a season, (no 
matter how brief) care and worry, harsh feelings, hardness of heart, etc., made 
up altogether a custom one would not willingly dispense with, but rather more 

theroughly observe, and hand down with increasing interest to our posterity. 
It ia presumed that but few of our readers need to spend much time in 
determining their financial condition, the methods of life to which most are 
slaves (unwilling . it may be), preserves them from being much in debt, or 
having others indebted to them ; in fact, surplus means is, as arule, very rare 
be by untiring thrift, : prudenoo, and economy. 
Stinginess may ‘be looked upon by some as the only legitimate parent of 
syyplus, bat in the display of the Christian graces, none can, so well afford, or 
fea] éo.abundantly rich and overflowing, as the Latter-day Spints, To say that 
they can forgive, to say that they can overlook failings, faults, and short~ 
+ @Omhings, ‘to say they can divest themselves of care and worry, that they can l 

off anxiety, that they ean enjoy themselves in their hemes, with their 
ar in their meeting-howses, is only to repeat what every one understands; 
in what the Saints have always done, in every difficulty, during every time of 
trialy no ‘matter how persecuted,.how embarrassed, or how despised ; whether 
in poverty or in plenty, at home, or driven from them by their ‘enemies cr 
prefessed friends, they have manifested, as a rule, that unfaltering faith in 
God, that-deep-sense.of trust in his providences, that full hope in she triumph 
or richt and surety for the future, which reminds all reflectors of the sublime, 
language of the old Prophet—‘“ Althongh, the fig tree shall not blossom, neither, 
shall:frnit be in the vine, the labor of the olive stall. fail; and the fields shall. 
yield no increase, the flock shall be out off from the fold, and there shall be no 
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herd in the stalls ; yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I vill joy in the God of my 
salvation.” There is something in all this that is outside mankind in general, 
it is the heritage of the Saints. We look back upon the past year, it has been 
prolific of trial—tried in ourselves, tried in our families, tried in our friends, 
tried in our business—work has been. scarce, wages have been low, rent and 
provisions have been high ; we may also have had our faces set as a flint Zion- 
ward, and been by these adverse circumstances and conditions compelled to 
8 vet awhile in Babylon; we may also have seen many gather, who 
appeared to have been less devoted, less faithful than ourselves, and the ad ver- 
sary may have suggested unpleasant things to us, all of which possesses more 
or less influence to prove and try us; we have been circumstantially and 
inspirationally compelled tu exercise faith, and to believe that Father doetb all 
things well. True, we have been able to wear a cheerful countenance, and to 
enjoy a peaceful spirit, or, if perchance we have been for a moment depressed, 
or disposed to murmur, we have checked ourselves in the language of the 
Psalmist—‘‘ Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted 
within me? hope thon in God ; for thou shall yet praise him who is the health 
of thy countenance and thy God!“ 

But now, in spite of all this, it is good to serve the Lord; it is good to know 
that God is, and that he is a rewarder of all those that diligently seek him ;” — 
it is good to enjoy and have faith in his Son Jesus Obrist, and to have accepted 
in our hearts and lives bis Divine calling and Gospel; it is good to have gone 
down into the waters of baptism,” and received ‘the remission of our sins ;* 
good to have been buried with him, and risen again to walk in newness of 
life ;” it is good to know that we have received the Holy Ghost by the laying 
on of hands; good that we realize its warning, prompting, enlivening spirit; 
it is good to know that the signs follow the believers ; good that the gifts are 
given to every man severally as the spirit wills; it is good to know that we 
have received again on earth the authority of the Holy Priesthood ; good that 
as ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech us by them, they pray us 
in Christ's stead, to be reconciled to God; it is good to knew that the jChurch 
and kingdom ef God is again established upon the earth; good to know that 
it will not again be cast down, neither given to another people ; it is good to 
know that we are called by the servants of the Almighty, and by his Spirit, to 
gather from Babylon to the Valleys of the Mountains; good that tens of 
thousands have already given obedience to this, and that they and their 
posterity shall inherit the earth ; it is good tu know that the spirit of revelation 
is the stream of life flowing through the Church on the earth, and that over all 
obstacles it will become triumphant ; it is good to know that all these princi- 
ples, and a thousand more received, and thousands |yet to come, are of Divine 
origin ; that the Church of the first born and the péople of God on earth are 
one, It is this we know,” that is the fire and flame of the Almighty among 
his Saints, under every contingency of life, under all its diverse scenes; in 
life, our life, i in death, our glory. 

Nor can’t we afford to appreciate our Christmas, our season of rejoicing ? 

Yes, this anniversary belongs only to the Saints ; yet we deny it not to others, 
but when they enjoy the counterfeit, it is our privilege to open before them a 
more acceptable way, in fact, to be instant in season and out of season, c ying, 
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Come thou with us, and we will do thee good, for the Lord hath spoken good 


concerning Israel.“ (Num. x, 29.) We testify of these things before this 


generation, and before the Saints, and kuow that our testimony is true ; so we 


take joyfully the spoiling onr goods, and appreciate rightly the changing 


shadows of life, looking for „a more enduring substance, ‘a house above, not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” We know all things are ours, and 
‘‘ we feel persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
hor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.“ May the Elders from Israel and the Saints have 
indeed A pleasant Christmas,” and N a good foundation for a Happy 
New Tear.“ 1 


— 


H: 


Wond m Thare is a practice,in Ohristendom, which can ‘‘ be 


‘honored far more in the breach than in the observance; we mean that of . 
using stimulating and strong drinks. It is not to be supposed that the Latter- 


day Saints indulge in this direction to any great extent, indeed consistency 
would suggest utter abstinence from every thing of this character, inasmuch as 
the revelations of ancient and modern times are both against it, and we know 
the interests of society would be subserved were abstinence to become more 
general, Yet, at this particularly so- called festive season, there is always more 
temptation, and probably greater disposition to yield to it than usual. We 
invite, and are invited, and custom sometimes conatrues refusal into insult, 
which of course is ouly an evidence of lack of reflection, We may refer to a 
passage or two of Scripture—the Lord in giving directions to Aaron says, ‘‘ Do 
not drink wine nor strong drink, thou nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into 
the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die; it shall be a statute for ever 
throughout your generations, that ye may put a difference between holy and 
unholy, and between unclean and clean.” (Lev. x, 8, 9, 20.) If this was im- 
portant under the law, and for the Aaronic Priesthood, how much more so for 
the Melchisedec Priesthood, and the rule and life of the Gospel? ‘I have 
warned you, and forewarn you, inasmuch as any man drinketh wine or strong 
drink among you, behold it is not good, neither meet in the sight of your 
Father in heaven.” (Doc, & Cov., sec. 1, page 240.) Finally, No drunkard 
shall inherit the kingdom of God.“: (1 Cor. vi, 10.) So brethren of the great 
latter-day work, let us sanctify ourselves before the Lord in this, as in other 
matters, put far away every unclean thing, and it shall be well for us and for 
our posterity. : H. W. N. 


‘ Arrention.—With the commencement of the New Tear, we wish to call the 
attention of the Elders and the Saints to the advantages of purchasing and 
reading the MrLLEX NAL Srax Those who are not doing this, are living out- 
side their privileges, and must be behind the times. We also invite the active 
Saints to solicit among their acquaintances, friends, ‘dnd strangers, names of 
subscribers ; hundreds of such might no doubt be had for simple asking, and 
thousands by systematic effort. Try it, brethren and sisters, for the sake of 
Zion. Weexpect, with the first number of the New Year, to publish extracts 
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from a new and interesting work just published, called the Life of President 


Brigham Young.” 
Price only One Penny per week. 


Send all the new names through the regular channel. 


H. W. N. 


Apporntuent.—Elder John E. Bitten is appointed Traveling Elder in the 


Norwich Conference. 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


— — 


AMERICA. 


Salt Lake City, Utah, Nov. 25, 1876. 
Prest. Albert Carrington. 

Dear Brother,—President Brigham 
Young, now at St. George, has directed 
us by telegraph to write to you to re- 
main until the cold weather has passed, 
as brother Joseph F. Smith will delay 
his departure for Europe until the 
Spring, and in the meantime, at Prest. 

oung's invitation, will pay a visit to 
St. 

The President, in his telegraphic 
communication, informed us that the 
Temple at St. George, is now all com- 
pleted, except a little work in the 
upper large room, and a very little to 
do in the tower. The painters have 
almost done, and will soon be out of 
the way. The altars, stands and side 
rooms are all furnished, and but little 
work is required to complete the 
building, and active preparations are 
being made to commence attending to 
the sacred ordinances of the Gospel 
therein. I should judge, from the 
tenor of the President’s dispatches, 
that he is very much pleased with the 


progress that has been made since he 


left St. George, in June last. 

Brother Cannon intends soon to 
start for Washington, to resume his 
duties in Congress. We anticipate that 
he will witness some of the most exciting 
scenes at the national Capitol, that 
have ever transpired since the United 
States became a nation. The signs of 
the times are ominous, the outlook is 
dark and uninviting, to those who love 
their country, and desire to see its 
institutions cherished and the freedom 
of its citizens preserved. But we 
have one abiding trust, that God, our 
God, will do his own pleasure amongst 
the nations, and that His will is just; 
and whatever measure He metes out 
to them, it will be for the ultimate 
good of the world, and the salvation 
of His children. Knowing this, we 
can — concede that His will, not 
ours, should be done. 

The greater portfon of the mission- 
aries called to the States are already 
in their fields of labor, and others are 
starting almost every day 

Praying the Lord to bless you, and 
all the Elders associated with you, I 
remain, your brother in the Gospel, 

Daniet H. WELLs. 


We live by faith, and faith lives by exercise. As we say of some atirri 
men, they are never well but at work—confine them te their bed or chair, an 
you kill them ; so here hinder faith from working and you are enemies to the 


very life and being of it. 
we are not more frequent in it? 


Why do we act faith so little in prayer, but because 


Maxs Tuna Harpry.—The great art in child-culture is to keep the little ones 
happy, baving all things as pleasant and bright about them as possible. . Chil- 
dren will have trials enough in spite of you. God will try them. And you 


yourself will be compelled to try them now and then. 
The worst men had tumults and angers 


That is life. But the less the better. 


It cannot be helped. 


and abuses when they were little, and when they ought to have been just 
laughing the days away. Homes of discontent, sour homes, cloudy homes, 
irritable, jawing, undivine homes, make rebellious, and reckless, and un- 
successful lives. By always taking things by the smooth handle, a deal of 
trouble and vexatien is saved, 
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